Don't quench the spirit




Call to a three year long mutual WAY OF HOPE Initiative for a renewal of the church and the society

1. 50 years after the council 
In the year 2012 it will be fifty years that the 2nd Vatican Council was opened. Church history teaches us that outcomes of the Councils are often converted only in the second or third generation of believers. After a tendency towards renewal during and after the Council, a certain disillusionment occurred in the last 10 years in the Roman-catholic church. The indications for an epoch-making crisis increased. A multitude of statistics verify this development. Still more precariously than the above mentioned statistics however is a spreading frustration and resignation among many catholic insiders - particular among woman collaborators. In many places tiredness and routine matters prevail, there is often more Administration, then creative expression. Today we experience the fastest social revolution in the history of mankind as we develop a global world.. At the moment this process is in a very critical stage. Will a peaceful growing together be possible, or will the danger areas in our world increase, such as nuclear armament, the challenge North-South, the global warming and the excrescences of the neo liberal capitalism just to name a few. In addition we experience today the acceleration of time, more then ever before. Also the digitalisation of the world, the achievements of the modern sciences released by those procedures. This acceleration intensifies the global crisis. What concerns Western society, most is a loss of values, the worsening of a consumer-egoistic materialism and an increasing tiredness of democracy, released through a superficial pre-election publicity by the the political parties. 


2. Don't' quench the spirit. 
1962 in Salzburg on the occasion of the opening of the Austrian Catholic Day and shortly before the beginning of the Vatican II Council, Karl Rahner gave a lecture with the title "don't quench the spirit". If you read this text today, 50 years after, you sense the prophetic dimension of his speech. His analysis of the time could be written for today. His description of the situation of the church is still valid. It seems as if the crisis have not decreased, but expanded. Which conclusion can one now draw? Does this mean that we have to reverse the results of the council or begin a vigorous process of implementation of these results, above all in the local church? We feel the second is the only valid option. Fifty year aftet the council we need a vigorous renewal in society and in the church. How could this come about? 


3. Three year mutual WAY OF HOPE
The last council assigned a new role to the laity in the church. All those who are babtised and confirmed are called by God and form together - under the authority of the bishop and his priests - the people of God. Thus a tremendous potential opened up. This process is to be carried particularly by the laity. We believe that the spirit of the council has to be revived. The council was shaped by the spirit of openness and Aggiornomento. It tried to build bridges to other denominations, religions and all people of good will. So this way of hope suggested by us, is to have as a goal, dialogue with the the most diverse groups of the society. This will address the needs both of those who search spiritual meaning and those who are aware of the large social and global challenges of our time. This requires working together. The process should be very creative, with innovative ideas and initiatives and the courage to find the way forward. 

4. Experiences in Weiz 
The Pfingstvision is a way community. We are people who try to live in the world of today as Christians. The vision of a New Pentecost unites us. We don´t understand ourselves as a group "or Movimento" within the church. If someone joins this three year mutual way, then she/he does not follow Weiz, but the vision of a New Pentecost, the vision of John XXIII, a way which Franz Cardinal König encouraged us to go. In Weiz we have lived in the last 20 years three basic pastoral experiences, which also could have a certain model character which leads beyond Weiz. To open up new spiritual spaces for spiritual experiences, to develop, on a broad basis, initiatives based on solidarity and to lead trough "konziliare" processes. Trough the foundation of the Solidarregion Weiz our solidarity responsibility grew. The three year mutual way of hope promises continuous moving along this way. Already the 10 points of the "Weizer Pentecostvision" in the year 1995 gave a signal, were a call to a way of mutual hope. We know of course that our experiences in Weiz are fragmentary. Much of what we undertook showed results. Some or a number of things must be critically analyzed. The demand of Karl Rahner to have courage and risk for the new was always the drive of our initiatives. 


5. Concrete steps 
During the 20 year celebration of the "Pentecost Vision" on April 12th 2008 Mag. Fery Berger - Leader and Coordinator of the Pentecost Vision - has announced the three year long mutual WAY OF HOPE. Christoph Cardinal Schönborn and Bishop Dr. Egon Kapellari were informed about this initiative. Bishop Kapellari expressed his support and promised the accompaniment of the project. Down below are the following courses of action:

♦

The invitation to this WAY OF HOPE is not limited to Austria. It is open to all believers, addressed to all human beings of good will. Until the end of the year 2008 you can register as participants via the Internet under: www.pfingstvision.at.

♦

In autumn a leadership team will be formed, which then, during one year, prepares the process. This team will be formed according to the registrations and the areas from which they come.

♦

As frame for the WAY OF HOPE four meetings are intended, each time in October from 2009 to 2012. The meeting in the year 2012 should be the high light and the end (final stage) Important will be the process during those meetings.

♦

The first meeting takes place from 9. - 11. October 2009. The theme is "Don't quench the spirit" with Spirituality as the main topic, the spiritual renewal of Church and Society. Which possibilities of dialogue among spiritual seekers in todays world are possible? How can we talk today about God? As preparation for our meeting, the speech of Karl Rahner is used. The goal of our meeting will be cross-linking, vision development and concrete action.

♦

During the year an active contact and exchange via Internet and e-mail should take place among the participants. After the meeting the participants should become crystallization points for the process. Their names are well known. During the year others can bring in ideas and suggestions to this group and get ideas and suggestions for concrete action.

♦

The second and third meetings will take place each time in October 2010 und 2011. Focus of the second meeting is "Solidarity". Which are the large challenges of Solidarity today: regionally, national and global? And how do we cope with them? Which political initiatives and basic political experiences are there? How can they be tied together?

♦

The mutual common way flows to 2012, when we celebrate the 50 years after the Council, during a meeting approximately around 11 October. The topics for the third and fourth meetings will develop in the course of the process.

♦

The intention of the way of hope is not to work against somebody in church or in society. We start to go to a New Pentecost. That means: Where the spirit get´s a chance, there a New Pentecost appears. When people understand their different languages, there the New Pentecost arises. The way of hope is a global project of peace.

♦
The idea of this way of hope is not ours. It is the idea of the Jesuit P. Henri Boulad. The former director of the caritas in North Africa, mystic and autor of many books, expressed his vision a few months ago in Graz: "It is my vision, that the whole church enters into a three year long synodal period". Synodal means "mutual way". We now try to realize this vision on the basis of church. Two slogans are the most important for us: "Hope and renewal".
